






















1 here. 

2 Q. It's a pretty important statement, isn't it? 

3 It made your report. 

4 Did you -- well, did you include any 

5 discussion about how the primary graphs that you were 

6 using to develop the transparency and nitrogen 

7 relationships were merely correlations and did not 

8 demonstrate causation? 

9 A. I don't believe so. 

10 Q. Actually, let me ask you a quick question on 

11 that. With regard to the low DO relationship to 

12 chlorophyll-a, and your transparency relationship to 

13 total nitrogen, both of those graphs are just 

14 correlations, right; they do not show causation? 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

That is correct. 

Is there anywhere ln that document that you 

17 assessed the other factors, other confounding factors 

18 that impact the DO regime, such as sediment, oxygen 

19 demand, river flow, low DO coming in from swamp areas? 

20 Did you assess that anywhere in this analysis? 

21 

22 

A. 

Q. 

No. 

What about the factors that are controllable 

23 in tidal rivers; did you assess whether or not CDOM, 
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1 turbidity or any of the other factors that are 

2 significantly influencing the transparency level in the 

3 tidal rivers, is there any assessment of that anywhere 

4 ln that document? 

5 

6 

A. 

Q. 

Uhm, can you clarify? Assessment of what? 

Of how those factors influence and control 

7 transparency in the tidal rivers? 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

So in the tidal rivers specifically. 

In the tidal rivers specifically. 

No. 

Is there any assessment about how the change 

12 ln rainfall patterns could have influenced the eelgrass 

13 losses or the transparency occurring in the system 

14 anywhere in that document? 

15 

16 

A. 

Q. 

Sorry. You said rainfall and what? 

Just how rainfall patterns influenced 

17 transparency in eelgrass populations in the system? 

18 

19 

A. 

Q. 

I don't believe so. 

Okay. Does that report include any of the 

20 case-specific analyses you did and evaluations that 

21 confirmed TN did not cause any excessive algal growth in 

22 the system or alter transparency in the system over 

23 time? 
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